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FRIMLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
FEEDBACK FROM OUR RECENT QUESTIONNAIRE
24th November 2010

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Sincere thanks for your response to our recent questionnaire.    I have attempted to outline what you told us, remembering of course that all comments are the opinion of one person and when we went through and analysed what you said we looked for any trends.

Question One  

Are these methods of communication / consultation meeting your needs as parents?


97.5%  YES
 


0.5% NO


2%  DON’T KNOW




   Internet Access  70%  YES 


30% NO

Principal’s Comment

For those of you who have access to a computer our website provides a whole host of information.

Often children are issued with notices and for any number of reasons they are not read at home. Talk to your children about being a responsible citizen and making sure that notices reach home.

“ Both of my children’s teachers have proven to be open and approachable before and after school to discuss any concerns.” 
Question Two

Are you satisfied with the learning programmes and opportunities that your child is getting here at Frimley?

  
98 %    YES



1%  NO


1% DON’T KNOW
Principal’s Comment

On entry to school all children are assessed and are placed into early literacy or enrichment groups. Then within a month of every child turning six the class room teacher gives each child a standardised Six Year Net check and any concerns are identified. Children are also identified for Reading Recovery programmes at this stage. All children are assessed regularly and parents are encouraged to attend learning conferences to share information. The learning journey and children’s books are always available.    The classroom teacher is always readily available to answer any questions

Question Three (a)

As parents are you satisfied that we are providing you with enough information about your child so that you can assist with their learning?

97 %    YES



1% NO


2% DON”T KNOW

A parent comment: 
“ The information that is provided via the Learning Journeys is fabulous and it is great to be able to talk this through with my child and his teacher.” 

Question Three (b)
National Standards are a priority for our current Government. Have we given you sufficient understanding of them and how your child is progressing within them?


70%    YES


        10% NO


20% DON’T KNOW

“I am not worried about all of the hype surrounding the National Standards. I feel that the emphasis is on ( for me) my children’s individual achievement and progress. Regular communication with their teachers helps us to track their individual progress.”

Principal’s Comment

Personally I am not either for or against the National Standards. The idea behind them is fine, what is currently in them is what is creating the concerns. In their present state however they will never achieve what the government is setting out to achieve with them.  They have been rushed and contain a number of flaws and in their current state they are liable to damage children’s self esteem. That is the reason that we are taking a very cautious approach with the standards and a whole host of schools are refusing to implement them.

I am aware that Learning Media are currently producing information for parents and schools to assist everyone in their understanding of them.  It is due early in 2011.

Question Four  

Does your child look forward to coming to school each day?


99%  YES



0.5% NO


0.5% DON”T KNOW


A range of your comments:

A great learning environment inside and out. The school is obviously well cared for by staff and students.” 
“It always amazes me how well everyone seems to get on so well together and the way that children interact with each other in the playground. I am at the school on a regular basis and I have never seen any sign of bullying .”

Principal’s Comment

Like any school we do have the occasional child who is behaviourally challenged but we like to think that we are aware of them and have suitable programmes in place to assist and monitor any concerns. 
Question Five

From a parent perspective are we providing a safe, secure and happy learning environment for your child?


99 %  YES



0.5% NO


 0.5%DON”T KNOW

Principal’s Comments

There was a concern expressed around the boundary fence. To date it has never been a problem and it has only arisen as a concern since HGHS replaced their No 8 wire fence with a new fence at a considerable cost. 

Question Six

Are we providing your child with enough opportunities for physical activity?


97 % YES



0.5%  NO


2.5%  DON”T KNOW

A range of your comments:

“ I assume so, I’ve never had a complaint from either of my boys.”

“ House competitions are fabulous and they involve everyone who wants to be involved.” 

“ I like the close relationship the school has with the High School. Both children are extremely happy with the opportunity to learn new languages and sports skills under the tutelage of the Girls High students.
Principal’s Comments
We are extremely fortunate to have developed a fabulous relationship with both of our neighbouring secondary schools and I can only see this going from strength to strength.
Suggestions / Concerns.

Shade cloth in front of Senior School 

When the front of that block is redeveloped within the next two years a form of additional shade will be part of the re modelling.

Larger Hall

Within the Ministry of Education New Property guidelines every school is only allowed a certain size footprint for the number of pupils who attend.  Even if we could afford to extend the hall they would not permit it.  Crazy I know but we are dealing with the Ministry of Education.

Ultra fast  Broad band  

Internally we are up to date as far as we can be.  It is what is outside of our gate that is holding us back along with MOE approval.  We have to wait our turn.

Flaxmere Waterworld Learn to Swim Lessons -  Many thanks to all of those parents who complimented us on this initiative.  I am delighted to be able to inform you that our Yr 3 and 4 pupils will all be getting at least one  ( two week) opportunity in 2011 and maybe two.

More Technology – Most schools struggle to cope with the ongoing demand for and the ever increasing cost of supplying up to date technology.  I can assure you that the ICT platform that we have here at Frimley is as strong as any other contributing schools.

School Funding – All schools receive a base operations grant from the MOE based on the number of pupils on the school roll.  This amount varies depending on the type of school: Secondary, Intermediate, Primary.  On top of the base grant there are other allocations of funding. One of the major ones is Targeted funding for Educational Achievement this is based on the Decile rating of each school.  Frimley is a decile three school so we get an additional $199.63 per pupil x 550 pupils = $109796.   A decile one school would get $819. 75 x 550 = $450862.  That is $341066 more than we get per annum which over three years is more than $1 million.  A decile ten school receives no decile funding.  Schools also receive considerable additional  funding for bi lingual education.

The question I often ponder is - Why does a large portion of community funding always get directed into the low decile areas?  They are the best resourced and they have the largest bank accounts.

The funding formula for schools has been unfair for the last fifteen years.

Social Skills programme – we have a social skills programme that is embedded with our Frimley Philosophy. Triple AAA  Attitude / Action / Achievement. It is addressed on a regular basis.

Fundraising  – Point taken we do need to have a good look at the fundraising initiatives that we use so that they are spread out throughout the year. 

Supervising what children eat. -  Brain food ( Healthy food or fruit) is supervised by the classroom teacher and is normally eaten at around 10:00am  At morning interval children need to sit outside of their room and eat morning tea prior to going out to play.  At lunchtime two teachers are on duty in each area to supervise. It is impossible to check what every child has eaten.  I always say that I don’t know a child who has starved when food has been available. 

Some parents provide a huge amount of food for their child to eat in a day. Overall I am impressed with the quality of the lunches that most children are bringing to school. If your child is bringing food home then please ask them why?  If it is in a tin foil wrapper how healthy is it?

Providing a Second Language – This is compulsory from Yr 7 onwards.  As a contributing school it is over to classroom teachers and individual teams what they do as far as a second language is concerned.  The Middle School  programme with HGHS has been fabulous.

Our English Second Language children receive assistance through our ESOL programme and the Education Review Office were very impressed with what we are doing here at Frimley.

Compliments 
Here is a selection of quotes from the five typed pages that we received. Sincere thanks for being so positive and complimentary.  It gives everyone who is involved here at Frimley a real boost.
I think Frimley is a fantastic school and has wonderful staff.

Frimley Primary School is the best school in all aspects. Good and safe environment, positive and respectful relations between teachers and students. Wide range of cultural, sporting programmes, supportive of other language students.

Overall Frimley School has been great for my kids. Fantastic teachers, principal and staff willing to help where they can.  Extra opportunities given to kids to experience all sorts of great things. We highly recommend Frimley to our friends.

Frimley has been a fantastic school for our three children. They have all enjoyed it and been set up very well for their later life long learning.

The quality of the music programme at Frimley is stunning. My eldest child who is now nineteen was so inspired at an early age and is looking forward to making a career as a musician.

Frimley is such a positive experience for all of the children who attend. It is a pity that the high standards that Frimley sets are not continued when they leave.

Frimley School is amazing, I am so happy I chose this school for my children to attend, you have exceeded all of my expectations. Thanks to all of the staff and especially Malcolm you run a great ship.

Frimley School teachers are dedicated and hardworking to ensure quality education is being offered to all children.

____________ has been an outstanding positive influence on my child’s learning and attitudes towards  school. She is an upstanding model of how a teacher should be. 

Frimley is an extremely comprehensive school in all that it offers, with a great principal driving it forward. The activities and excursions at all levels provide the lucky pupils with a wide range of stimulation and I feel privileged to have been able to place my child there.

Excellent atmosphere. We love how the older children take the younger ones under their wings. 

Frimley is a great school. We appreciate the schools drive to be a great school and provide a fun and supportive environment for the kids to learn and develop in. Fantastic, friendly staff, always approachable and supportive. Our child always wants to go to school – hooray.

I was terrified about my children attending such a large school ( my primary was 80 and secondary 250)  I have been proved wrong – I don’t feel like the kids are numbers in a crowd and the opportunities that come from a large school are fantastic.

My son has just started at Frimley, I could not be happier with the transition and with all of the help and information we have been given. Thank you.

I have been really impressed with the reading recovery programme. I also enjoy attending Friday assemblies as a parent.

This is a wonderful  school and I have nothing but respect for everyone involved in making it one of the top schools in the Bay. It has not only a team environment but a family environment as well.

Ian Horsefield    BOT  Chairperson 



Malcolm Dixon  Principal.

